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Cuban Exiles 
^Begin Prayers 
ifor Liberation 

£ MIAMI lift — Cuban exi les 
« ftavg» hrflim a nravj >T 
^c ampaign fnr th eljay er- 

£1h^ nt Firipl rastrt). 

pFome thin g the exiles 
V; themselves have failed, to 
/’accomplish in nearly .10 
j y e a r s of revolutionary 
{('plotting. 

f The campaign leader, 
the Rev. Manuel Lopez of 
Miami, said more than 
200,000 persons have 
joined it. That is about 
two-fifths of all Cubans in 
J exile. 

Father Lopez, a Roman 
Catholic expelled from Cu- 
ba in 1961 with 113 other 
‘ clerics, is chaplain of the 
sponsoring organization, 

a rft.isaft fi 

,Tl^Wacas, Venezuela, and 
members in 16 countries 
! and 21 U.S. states, he said. 

“I have faith that Cuba 
will be liberated this year," 
said Father Lopez. "The 
! hand of God strikes hke 
lightning when people 
have faith." 



'Gained Momentum* 

The prayer campaign. 
Father Lopez said, began 
on a small scale two years 
ago. It has gained momen- 
tum recently with what he 
called the growing realiza- 
tion that divine help is 
needed In achieving the 
objective. 

■We have received let-; 
' ters from more than 67,003 * 
families saying they are 
participating in the cam- 
paign," Father Lopez said. 

It M" h* an 

an accident or a cou p 
d'etat. And when Fidel 
Castro faUs T it's all ove r. 
Fidel is the ido l." he said, 
e Each participating fami- 
ly agrees to pray a decade 
of the rosary daily to the 
1 Virgin of Charity, Cuba's 
Catholic patroness, asking 
the liberation of Cuba 
from communism. The de- 
cade consists of one Our 
Father and 10 Ave Marias. 

In addition, each- Satur- 
day there are special pray- 
er sessions for exiles in 
Miami area Catholic 
churches. 

A recent Cuban prayer 
session at the Miami site 
of a projected shrine to the 
Virgin of Charity outdrew 
any anti-Castro war rally 
ever held there. A traffic 
1 policeman at the entrance 
estimated that over a peri- 
od of several hours more 
than 20.000 arrived to 
1 pray. The same clay, an 
anti-Castro rally at Miami 
Stadium drew fewer than 
200 person>. 
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